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Awards celebrateMāoriMusic
Kahungunu proud hosts
protecting our waiata
since first event in 2008

Our very own double category winner, Mahina
Lawrence, holding her two awards for Best
single by a Maori Artist and Best Māori Song
Writer 2024.

Toitū te Toiere is a
powerful statement that

emphasises the importance
of preserving and

protecting themessages
within our waiata.

Ellison Huata

O nFriday,October 18,
the 17thNational
WaiataMāoriMusic
Awardswasheldat

theToiToiHawke’sBayArts
andEventsCentre inHastings.

This annual event aims to
promote thediversityof all
Māorimusic andcelebrate its
excellenceand recognise the
uniquevisionofMāori
composers andmusicians, and
hasbeenproudlyhosted in
Kahungunusince its first
awardsevent in2008.

This significantnational
event continues tobeplanned,
ledandorganisedby the
NationalWaiataMāoriMusic
AwardsTrustunder the
managementof executive
directorEllisonHuata.

The theme for the2024
awardswasToitū teToiere.

“Toitū teToiere is a
powerful statement that
emphasises the importanceof
preservingandprotecting the
messageswithinourwaiata,”
EllisonHuata says.

“It is a call to ensure thatour
voicesand themessageswe
convey throughmusic remain
undisturbedandcontinue to
inspireandempowerour
people todecolonise their
minds.

“Just asToitū teTiriti, Toitū
teMāoriManaMotuhake, and
Toitū TeReohavehighlighted
important themes inour
journey towardscultural
resurgence,Toitū teToiere
remindsusof the significance
ofourmusic incarrying
forwardour stories, teachings,
andaspirations.

“Letusupholdand
safeguard the integrityofour
waiata, for theycarry the
essenceofwhoweareand the
dreamswehold for future
generations.”

NgātiKahungunu Iwi
Incorporatedhasbeenaproud

sponsorof theWaiataMāori
MusicAwards since its
inception.

“It iswithpleasure thatwe
acknowledge thecategory
winners,manyofwhomwere
newto theawards,” saysNgāti
Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated
chairmanBaydenBarber.

“Wealsocongratulate the
WaiataMāoriMusicAwards
Trust for their hardwork in
executing theevent.

“Itwasa great evening. The
celebrationof exceptional
Māorimusical talentswas
awesome.

“Havinga fewofourNgāti
Kahungunuup-and-coming
talents receiveawardswas the
icingon thecake,” he says.

“Kamau tewehi!”

Waiata Māori Music
Awards Press Release

TheWaiataMāoriMusic
AwardsTrust is proud to
announce the recipientsof the
2024WaiataMāoriMusic
Awards.

This annual event
celebrates the incredible talent
andcontributionsofMāori
artists acrossvariousgenresof
music.

The 17thNationalWaiata
MāoriMusicAwardswill be
broadcast onWhakaataMāori
andMāori + at a laterdate.

Thiswouldnothavebeen
possiblewithout the following
sponsors:

TeMangaiPaho,Whakaata
Māori, NgatiKahungunu Iwi
Inc,KahurangiMaoriDance
Theatre, TeWanangaWhare
TapereoTakitimu, Indelible,
NapierCityCouncil, Hastings
CityCouncil, NgatiKahungunu
Arts&CultureBoard,APRA,Te
TaiwhenuaoHeretaungaand
TeTauraWhiri oTeReoMāori.

NgaMihi foryour tautoko.
Thenight featured

outstandingperformances
fromtalentedartists.

These includedCorrella
featuringAnnaCoddington,
JacksonOwens, andmany
others.

However, the standout
winnersof thenight,walking
awaywith twoawards,were

MahinaLawrenceandMohi
Allen.

The following artists have
been recognised for their
outstanding achievements
this year:
● MahinaLawrence
TETOHUOTEKAITITO
WAIATA
Best Māori Song Writer
● Rei
TETOHUATAATAAUTAIA
Best Music Video by a Māori
Artist
● Aro
TETOHUKAIPŪORUARATINI
MĀORIAUTAIA
Best Pop Album by a Māori

Artist
● SethHaapu
TETOHUKAIPŪORUMĀORI
NOHOTAONEAUTAIABest
HipHop&RnBAlbumbya
MāoriArtist
● Mohi
TETOHUKŌPAEREOMĀORI
AUTAIA
Best Te Reo Māori Album
● ComeOnUp
TETOHUKŌPAEROA
AUTAIA
Best Māori Urban Roots
Reggae Album
● Mohi
TETOHUMANUTIORIORI
TĀNEAUTAIA
Best Māori Male Solo Artist
● AnnaCoddington
TETOHUMANUTIORIORI
WAHINEAUTAIA
Best Māori Female Solo
Artist
● MahinaLawrence
TETOHUOTEWAIATA
MĀORIHIRA
Best Single by a Māori Artist
● Corrella
TETOHURŌPŪMĀORI
AUTAIA
Best Māori Group
● TeWhanauPuoro
TETOHUKAIPŪORU
RANGATAHIHOU
Emerging Artist Under 25
● L.A.B—Casanova
TETOHUKŌPAE IRIRANGI
MĀORIOTETAU
Radio Airplay Song of the
Year by a Māori Artist
● Tawaz—HeAho
TETOHUKŌPAE IRIRANGI
KAIPŪORUREOMĀORIOTE
TAU
Radio Airplay Song of the
Year by a Māori Artist in Te
Reo Māori
● Redbandz
TETOHUKAIPŪORUPAKEKE
HOU
Emerging Artist Over 25

Wecongratulate all the
recipients for their incredible
contributions to theMāori
music scene. Their talent and
dedicationcontinue to inspire
anduplift.

We look forward to
celebratingwithyouall at the
18thNationalWaiataMaori
MusicAwards, September5,
2025.
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Ngati Kahungunu Iwi
chief executive Chrissie
Hape and her partner
Russell — on the road to
wellbeing.Bariatric surgery is the

weigh to go for health
After Atrial Fibrillation
diagnosis, decision to
travel was key to survival

Chrissie Hape

OPINION

About two-and-a-half
years ago,mypartner
wasdiagnosedwitha
conditioncalledAtrial

Fibrillation.
Beforehis diagnosis, hewas

suffering fromtiredness and
breathlessness and it
particularly affectedhimat
work.Heworkedon the floor
atWattie’s, either in the spice
roomoron theextruder. It
affectednotonly his ability to
walk aroundbuthis
concentration.

Wewent tohis doctor,who
toldhim the symptomsofAFib
included fatigue, heart
palpitations, troublebreathing
anddizziness and that it could
causehighbloodpressure,
coronaryarterydiseaseand
obesity. Between the time it hit
us (onedayhewasokay, next
dayhewasn’t) and the timehe
wasdiagnosed, hehadgained
about 20kg.

The first thing thedoctor
saidwas: “Russell, youneed to
havebariatric surgery. Itwould
beadvantageous for you.”

Butwe thought surelyhe
could lose theweight through
diet andexercise. But that’s the
kicker—hecouldn’t exercise
becausehewouldbecome
breathless andnearly faint.

His conditionmeanthe
struggledwith simple stuff
around thehouse, stacking
wood,working inhis garage,
etc, andeven impactedonhis
favouritepastimewhichwas
ridinghismotorbike.

Everything sloweddown.All
of this affectedhismental
wellbeingandoverall physical
strength.He retired fromwork
soonafter this.

Wehadworkedout thatwe
could surviveona single
income ifwepulledbackour
spending. Somearen’t so lucky.

We tried sohardwithhis diet
but it didn’t reallyworkandhis
weightballooned fromhispre-
AFibweightof 105kg to 145kg.
While in the schemeof things
this isn’t excessively big, itwas
forhim, andhewas
uncomfortable. Alonghis
journeyhehadwhatmymate
fromthenorth calleda “jump
start”where theyusea
defibrillator to stopandstart
yourheart andbring it back into
rhythm.They tried three times
but it didn’t changeanything.
Bariatric Surgery and in
particular Gastric Sleeve

Wewent to seea specialist
who toldus that his heart

conditionwasn’t serious
enough toqualify for the
operationunder thehealth
system.Hewent on to tell us
that theoperationwould cost
$28,000andhewouldneed to
goona liquiddiet for sixweeks.

Now I am inawell-paid job,
however, as a single-income
household, itwouldhavebeen
difficult to raise themoney
other thanadding to the
mortgagewhichwewere
prepared for.

Thenweheardofpeople
goingoffshore.Optionswere
Thailand,MexicoorTurkey.All
withdifferences inprice, pre-op
andpost-opcare. Someofmy
friendshadbeen toThailand
andsome toMexico, each
havinggreat success todate.

Oneofmy “besties” toldme
abouther experienceasa
support person forher sister,
whowent toReYaphospital in
Turkey.

They linkedus through
WhatsAppwithReYaphospital
(Senemandher team)and the
Facebookpage startedby
BiddyNelson: “I leftmy
stomach inTurkey,Gastric
Sleeve Journey”. Biddy
connectedus to all the chats
goingonand theFacebook
pageandwe readeverything.

SohereweareatReYap
threedays after the surgery.

Before coming,wegot a
“warrantof fitness” fromhis



I don’t want to end this in
a political debate about

what is good or bad in the
health system.

Chrissie Hape is Ngati
Kahungunu Iwi chief

executive.

doctor (whowasvery
supportive) to say that
“Thunderbirdsarego. FAB!!!”
Sorry someofyouwill be too
young tounderstand that
reference.

Anyway, atReYaphewent
through thecomprehensive
pre-opcheckswith the
surgeon,who said through the
interpreter: “Youhaveahernia
Russell, I can fix thatwhile I’m
in there.”Hehasbeenon the
list for ages athome for that
andwasnot apriority. “Okay,
do that too.”

Yes, itwasanadditional
cost butwellworth it.

Included in theprice for the
operationwas, as I said, a
comprehensive list of pre-op
checks, all post-opcare,
transfers to and fromthe
airport andaccommodation
withmeals forhimandmyself
as the supportperson.The
meals are typical hospital food,
nochangeeven inTurkey.

Additional costs include the
dischargemedication, food
andvitamin supplements.

Also,while the language
barrier continues tobe
interesting, theyhave
translatorswithyou in
consultations. Theonly thing
westruggledwithwas reading
theconsent forms in the time
weweregiven. But theyare
typical too in this scenario,
removingany liabilityor risk
to thehospital. Butwe felt the
riskwasworth taking, so sign
awaywedid.

I have to say that thepeople
here in thehospital arehighly
trained, efficient andhelpful.
Themedical care is alsogreat.
Russell hasadietitian
availablewhenwegethome,
anddoctor consultations
shouldwe require themfrom
ReYapaspart ofpost-opcare.

What I didn’t expect though

wasmeetingupwith themany
whānau fromAotearoawho
hadalso taken the step to
come toReYap forbariatric
surgery.

The first twopeople Imet
wereShai andT fromNapier.
Ngaire andColin fromTe
WhānauaApanuiwere
amongmanyothers allmaking
thewellbeingdecision toget
bariatric surgery inTurkey.
Thewhanaungatanga is great
andyoucansee it in thechat
roomswithgroups forming
whoare comingover in
November2024andJanuary,
MarchandJunenextyear.
Making connections

Weall share information,
experiences, universal plugs,
chromecasts, proteinpowders,

brothpowders, etc.
Thishas reallyhelped

Russell and I toknowthatwe
arenotdoing this journeyon
ourown.Wewill stay
connectedwitha lot of them
whenwereturnhome.

What I strugglewith is that
wehave to gooutofAotearoa
tohaveaccess to this surgery
andaccesshelpprovidedby
ReYap,ThailandorMexico in
the first place.Why is that?

Ourpeople arechoosing to
place their lives in thehands
ofpeople fromother countries
rather thanourownbecause
ofprice, availability,
reputation, qualityof careor
all of theabove.Wehaveput
our faith in theirhands rather
thanourownhealth system.

This is a true indictmentof
ourhealth system.Nothing
newtomost I know.Those that
canafford cancontinue to
receivehealthcare inAotearoa
but shouldn’t everyone
regardless?

I don’twant toend this in
apolitical debateaboutwhat
is goodorbad in thehealth
system.

Neitherdowewant to
debateothers’ opinionsabout
choosing tocomehere todo
this.Our choice!Not interested,
okay!

Wehope sharingour story
mightbehelpful for some.

Iwill say I admire thosewho
havechosen todo this and,
just likeus, takencontrol and
made thedecision tocome
here to address theirhealth
concerns.

Theoutcomewewere
lookingatwaspotentially an
earlydeathormore limitations
to life andwedidn’twant that.

While it is earlydays forus,
there is light at theendof the
tunnel. Russell lost 10kgbefore
theoperationand looks to
have lostmore in the fivedays
wehavebeenhere.Wewill try
tomake themostof thegift
thathasbeengiven tous
through thebariatric surgery.

Lastly, throughout the
narrative Ihaveused the term
“we”deliberately.

Afib impactedbothofour
livesand togetherweneeded
to finda solution. Bariatric
surgeryand theoutcome it
bringswill also impactonboth
our livesand those that live
and lovearoundus.

“There isnomewithouthe”
so the “we” is it.

Monday, October 28, 2024Toru
T Ī H E I K A H U N G U N U
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MokoBoys
showcased
our
approach to
fostering
intergenera-
tional
cultural
competency
in Alice
Springs.

Indigenous nations share a
taste of each other’s cultures

Arrernte people hosted
us at Family Spirit forum

I nAugust,weatToi
Mataruaattended the
LEGOFamilySpirit
Conference ‘24 in

Mparntwe (AliceSprings,
Australia).

Fourdifferent Indigenous
nationswerepresent,
includingMāori, theFirst
NationsBritishColumbians,
NativeAmericans, and the
Arrerntepeople,whohosted
us.

Wespent aweek learning
fromandsharingeachother’s
cultures,with a focuson
exchanging indigenous
knowledgeabout creating
spaces for tamariki toplay.

OurMokoBoys showcased
ourapproach to fostering
intergenerational cultural
competencyandconfidence.

Weemphasised that this
processnurtures culturally
grounded individualswho, as
futureparents,will be
equipped to create spaces for
playandgrowth.

During the trip, our
rangatahihad theonce-in-
a-lifetimeopportunity togoon
toArrernte country. The
Arrerntepeople led smoking
ceremonies,whichwe found
tobe similar toapōwhiri or
whakanoawhenenteringa
newspace.Wealso
participated inclapstick
makingaround the fires,
foraged for bush foods, and
createdbushmedicine,
immersingourselves in their
ancient culture.

Wevisited thePertame
NgetyaUntya, their versionof
a languagenest.Our rangatahi
spent anentiredaywith them

as theyconducted their
lessonsentirely inPertame,
singing, dancing, painting,
playing, andevencatchingan
Ankerta (BeardedDragon).

Wewerealso fortunate to
meet andbondwith teenagers
fromAliceSprings.One
evening,wespent time
bowlingandgetting toknow
eachother.Despiteour
differentbackgrounds,we
connectedoverour shared
interest in culture.A fewdays

later, they invitedus to their
Pertamehomelands,where
theyshowedus theirwhenua
and taughtusabout their
traditional bush foodand
medicine.Weended theday
withawater fight and
exchangedsocialmedia
contacts to stay in touch.

Our rangatahiwere the
highlightof the trip.We
connected instantlywith
indigenous rangatahi and
tamariki fromothernations,

teaching themourgames,
learningeachother’s
languages, andspending time
with thePertameoutbush.

“Theseyouthare inspiring
toall FirstNationsyouth.The
confidenceandstrengthwith
which they standbroughtme
to tears,” said aFirstNations
BritishColumbiaelder.

For several of our rangatahi,
thiswas their first timeever
leavingAotearoa. The
experiencehasbroadenedour

horizons. This journeyhas
helpedshapeusasemerging
leaders.Not onlydidwe
present alongsidedoctors and
academics, butwealso
connecteddeeplywith the
communityat a grassroots
level. Returninghome to
Aotearoa,we’vecome to
realise thatwearecapableof
achievinganything.

Catchyousnextmonth.
DOITZ!

— PakaruPānui
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Census is a taonga for us for our future
Who knowswhat wewill
achieve in another 10
years? — Bayden Barber

Census data can be used by government and
iwi to make decisions for the future.

This data provides valuable
insights into the demographics

of Ngāti Kahungunu.
Bayden Barber, Ngāti Kahungunu chair

E very fiveyears eachof
usaremeant to
participate in the
nationalCensus,

wheneveryone inAotearoa is
surveyedand important
information is collectedby
StatsNZ.This information
(which includes things like
ethnicity, iwi affiliation, health
status, education,workand
livingconditions) canbeused
bygovernment and iwi to
makedecisions for the future.

TeKāhuiRaraunga
CharitableTrust is an
independentMāori body that
engageswith StatsNZand
advocates forMāori data
ownershiponbehalf of the
Data Iwi LeadersGroup.They
champion tikanga-led
processes forMāori data
collection, interpretationand
decision-making.RahuiPapa,
TeKāhuiRaraungachair says:
“Hewhatakai, hewhata
kōrero, inā hemāramatanga.
Dataprovidesmoreaccurate
insights for iwi thanever
before, supporting iwi to
deliberate,makedecisionsand
plan for aprosperous future.
OurMāori data area taonga
andour taonga requireMāori
governance.”

TeKāhuiRaraunga
compareddata fromthe2023
and2013Censusesand
showedhowmuchNgāti

Kahungunuhasgrown.Ten
years ago, 61,626people
reportedbeingaffiliated to
NgātiKahungunu Iwi. In 2023,
NgātiKahungunuremains the
third-largest iwiwith95,751
people.Ngāpuhi is the largest
with 184,470people, andNgāti
Poroucomes in secondwith
102,480people.

Te Kāhui Raraunga found

other increases in the past
decade, which included:
● Thepercentageof iwiMāori
witha tertiaryeducation
increased from10.7% to 14%.
● Thepercentageof those
whocouldholdaneveryday
conversation in te reoMāori
increasedby48.7%with21%of
all people inKahungunu
saying theycan speak te reo

Māori.
● Thepercentageof iwiMāori
whohavegivenupsmoking
increased from23.5% to31.8%.
● Thepercentageof iwiMāori
employedeither fulltimeor
part-time increased from
58.8% to63.1%.
● Theaveragepersonal
income increased from
$23,700 to$36,600.

Censusdata can tell us a lot.
And thisdata is tellingus that
Kahungunu is growing,with
moreofus speaking te reo
Māori, achieving tertiary
education,makinghealthier
decisions,workingharderand
makingmorepūtea! (money)
KirikowhaiMikaere, lead
technician forTeKāhui
Raraunga, says: “It is incredibly
important that iwinotonly
haveaccess toaccurate,
relevantdata, but that it is
delivered ina timely fashion,
so it canbeharnessed to
support kōreroabout the
strategic investmentneeded
now, and in the future.”

Iwi leaderswill use this
information tomake informed
decisions, to ensure the
achievementof the
aspirationsof thepeopleof
NgātiKahungunu.Whoknows
whatwewill achieve in
another 10years?

“AsNKII prepares toengage
ourpeoplearound it’s next 25
year strategy, thisdata
providesvaluable insights into
thedemographicsofNgāti
Kahungunu.Thisdatawill be
vital for futureplanning,” says
BaydenBarber, chairman,
NgātiKahungunu Iwi
Incorporated.



The main meeting is every Sunday morning
starting 10:00. A Bible College also operates
on Sunday evenings for those serious about
advancing their knowledge of the Bible. Different
groups run during the weekend which cater
to youth ad adults. Children’s Sunday school

classes run on a fortnightly basis during the Main
Sunday service.

The Fellowship aims at reaching people
with the Good News of Jesus Christ and the
transformational power that message brings. It is

involved with different programs in the community
to help bring this to pass. The Flaxmere Christian
Fellowship is also a strong advocate for the
Jewish People’s right to exist as an independent
and sovereign state on their historial ancient land
in Israel.

Flaxmere Christian Fellowship - 220 Flaxmere Avenue, Hastings
Main Sunday Meeting 10.00am - Phone 06 879 5588
Email: flaxmerechristianfellowship@hotmail.com Web: www.flaxmerechristianfellowship.com
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Feel free to

come and try

us out!

Main Sunday Meeting - 10:00AM
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Tautane Station in safe
handswith theGunsons
Iwi keen to share wāhi
taonga sites with people

Kahungunu
celebrate
five years
with the
Gunsons at
the helm of
Tautane
Station.

T hisyearmarks five
years since the
Gunsonwhānau took
over the runningof

TautaneStation.
The station, aNgāti

Kahungunu-owned3500ha
sheepandbeefbreeding/semi-
finishing station in
Herbertville, features
significantly inKahungunu
historyandAotearoahistory.

JohnandLizGunsonwere
bothbroughtup inDannevirke
onsheepandbeef farms.

After studyingatMassey
University theypurchased
GlenheathFarmingCompany
in 1988, a 250hasheepand
beefproperty inDannevirke.

Since then, theyhave
purchasedaneighbouring
dairy farm, followedby the
SilverFern Ōringi farm—
converting the latter toadairy
farm.

BothJohnandLizwere
familiarwithTautaneStation,
havingholidayedat
Herbertville beach, and like
manyotherDannevirke
school kids, attendingCamp
Tautaneand staying for a
week in the shearers’ quarters.

When theopportunity
arose to lease theproperty
fromNgātiKahungunu, their
sonJamesandhispartner

Helemovedup fromtheSouth
Island to run the stationon
their behalf.

That first summer,Hawke’s
Baywashitwitha significant
drought, followedbyCovid
restrictions in theautumn.

This createdchallenges
with stockwater andbeing
able to sell stockwith livestock

processingand interisland
transport all being shutdown
for aperiod.While theywere
lucky tohave sustained little
damage fromCyclone
Gabrielle, thewetwinter that
followedalsopresented
significant challenges.

Maintaining stock-proof
paddockswasdifficult, and
access around thepropertyon
quadbikewasnear
impossible,which iswhen the
teamstarted to relyonhorses
toget around the farm.

JamesandHelenowhave
threeyoungkids, adedicated
teamatTautane, andare
highly regardedby the locals
and farmingcommunity.

With lambingandcalving
well underway, Jamesand
Helearenow leading into the
busy timeofyear, andhave
nearly completeddocking,
followedbycalf-markingand
weaning. ThisyearTautane
Stationwill hold its secondon-
farmLambSaleonTuesday,
November 12, from1pm.All are
welcome toattend.

NgātiKahungunu Iwi
Incorporatedchairman
BaydenBarber said: “Te
Whatuiāpiti fought an
importantbattle in this area
and thereare anumberof
wāhi taonga sites on the farm.
Wewant to share these stories
withourpeople.Having the
Gunsonwhānauaskaitiaki of
TautaneStationassuresNgāti
Kahungunu that the farm is in
capablehands for the future.”

AUNTY’S GARDEN

Hanui Lawrence

Great things are
happening here

Great thingshappenhere—
Aslogan thathasbeenseen
aroundHawke’sBay in
recentyears.And so it has
beenover thepast
weekendswithall the
sportingactivitiesof our
NewZealand teamsaway
playingor sailing inother
countriesof theworld. Little
oleNewZealandwhich
produces suchsporting
prowess, out there
competingglobally and
successfully, it’swonderful!
Tousat homewedelight in
theseoccasions.

Here inHawke’sBaygreat
thingshappenandhave
happenedandwill continue
tohappen in the future.We
areadiversepeopleand
plentifulwhichweasa
peopleembracewithinour
fieldsof interest.

KristylNeho’s brilliant
portrayal of heroneperson
actsofmanycharacters in
Tangihanga.Mahina
Lawrence receivingher
awardwithher7Seas
original song that she sangat
theWaiataMāoriMusic
Awards,where Iunderstand
shebrought thehousedown,
beinga local gal from
Kahungunurighthere in
Heretaunga.

Iwasn’t at theWaiata
MāoriMusicAwards as Iwas

inHamiltonattending
anotheroccasion,written,
produced, directedand
choreographedbymy
daughterNoemaWatene
andher teamportrayedby
thehigh school that she
teachesat. That showcalled
Mareikurawasstunning.

The few I’vementioned
arewhānauandasamother
andauntofwhomI’ve
written, just fillsmysoul
with joyand somuchpride,
humblewith it Imight add.
AsdoesAunty’sGarden
with its splendid tastes,
pleaseenjoy thisnext act.
Thismonth’s recipe isBroad
BeanFritters.
Broad Bean Fritters

Ingredients
2 cups of broad beans
shelled
1⁄2 cup grated potato, and
1⁄2 cup of grated kumara,
1 grated carrot
A hand full of rocket
leaves
1 Tbsp flour
2 sachets of maggi’s crème
of chicken soup
1 egg
Salt and pepper

Method
Slice thebeansandblanche
inhotwater. Put all intoa
bowlandmix. Spoon full
intopanofhotoil andcook
until goldenbrown.
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Local
residents
join the iwi
in the soil
turning at
Ōtāne.

Special ceremonymarks
the start of 20newhouses

Local residents join the iwi
in the soil turning at Ōtāne

i For more information
about this Kahungunu
Housing, email
housing@kahungunu.
iwi.nz

N gātiKahungunu Iwi
Incorporated is
building20homes in
Ōtāne, Central

Hawke’sBay, aspart of the
WhaiKaingaWhaiOranga
housing initiative toprovide
muchneededwarm,healthy,
affordable rental homes for iwi
whānau.

ByMay2025 theprojectwill
culminate in 20homeson
Russell St, Ōtane. The
developmentwill empower
whānau to thrivewithin the
Ōtanecommunity.

Residentsof Ōtanewere
invited toa special karakiae
onFriday,October 18 tomark
theoccasion.Kaumātua
NgahiwiTomoanadedicated
the turningof the soil by first
reciting thewhakapapaof the
peopleof the land followedby
akarakia tooffer gratitude for
thewhenuaonwhich the
houseswill bebuilt.

The special ceremony
included the turningof the soil
byneighbourand long-time
family residentAngela
Bellamy. Itwas symbolicof the
newdevelopment thatwill
takeplaceas the soil turns into
a fresh start forwhānau. Local
residents shared their inspired
commentsabouthowthese
homeswill bring inmore
people for their schools and
community to further thrive.
Waiatawere sung tocelebrate
onevoice, oneheart, onemind
andonepurpose,
demonstratingKotahitanga.

“Thegoal andvision for the
iwi is toprovidehousing for
thewhānauwithin the
Kahungunurohe. This is our

first opportunity to really
showcasewhatwecan
achieveandwe’repretty
proudwithwhatwe’re able to
do,” said SteveGordon, iwi
housingmanager.

Gordonacknowledged
TamateaTaiwhenua, theCHB
DistrictCouncil, the
communityandespecially the
peopleof Ōtāne for turningup.

“Thehousingweare
bringing to this community
will bewhatwe’re going tobe
doing inother communities
within theCentralHawke’s
BayDistrict aswell.”

CentralHawke’sBay

DeputyMayorKellyAnnand
gavea speechabouthow
wonderful it is tobeapart of
this opportunity forCentral
Hawke’sBayand
acknowledged the iwi for the
work thatwill takeplace.

Developmentworkswill
begin inNovember2024.The
homesbeingbuilt are
architecturallydesigned
modern3-4bedroomhomes
withopenplan livingdesigns
thathave indooroutdoor flow.

“This is not social housing
andwewantpeople touse this
as a footstepup the ladder to
haveanaffordable rental

home, abeautiful affordable
rental home, and then
progressup tohome
ownershipat somestage
whether it’swithusor some
others,we’ll leave thatup to
them,”Gordonsaid.

“Yes, thewhānauof
TamateaTaiwhenuaare really
excited, especiallywith
workingalongsideour
whanaungaatNgāti
Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated,”
said JennyNelson-Smith,
chairwomanofTamatea
Taiwhenua. “This is about
whānau, this is not about a
house, this is about a family

homeand that’s the reallybig
difference.

“We’reveryexcitedat the
prospectof ourwhānau
having their ownhomeandas
Steve saidwewill dowhatever
wecan touplift andsupport
them into their ownhome
ownership, or to just stayhere
inCentralHawke’sBay,
because it’s aGod-given
beautiful spot.”
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